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RESERVE CAPTAIN TO BE IN 
CHARGE OF MERCHANT MA- 
RINE PERSONNEL 


Robert Taylor Merrill, vice president 
and general manager of the Merchants 
and Miners Transportation Co., was 
sworn in April 23 at Coast Guard Head- 
quarters as a captain in the Coast 
Guard Reserve, to be in charge of the 
Section of Merchant Marine Personnel. 
Captain Merrill will exercise control 
over all personnel matters of the Mer- 
chant Marine with which the Coast 
yuard is charged including functions 
recently transferred by Executive order 
from the Department of Commerce and 
the Maritime Commission. 

Captain Merrill but recently entered 
the Coast Guard Reserve as a lieuten- 
ant commander, his present promotion 
bestowing a rank upon him commen- 
surate with the important duties which 
he is about to assume. He has had a 
long connection with shipping, having 
held important posts during the last 
World War and continuously since that 
time. Born at Mine la Motte, Mo., in 
1888, he graduated from the Naval 
Academy in 1910. During the first 
World War he was supervisor of the 
United States Naval Auxiliary Reserve 
having charge of officers and men of 
the Merchant Marine enrolled in the 
Navy and of the training school sys- 
tem operated by the Navy for the pur- 
pose of training officers for the emer- 
gency commercial fleet. 

Captain Merrill, then a commander 
in the Navy, was district supervisor of 
the Naval Overseas Transportation 
Service in charge of the physical 
handling of supply ships running to 
Europe from the port of New York. 

Following the last war Captain Mer- 
rill resigned from the Navy and became 
a vice president of the Oriental Naviga- 
tion Co. He later joined the United 
States Shipping Board as director of 





research activities and in 1924 became 
district director for the Merchant Fleet 
Corporation at Baltimore. In 1925, 
Captain Merrill joined the Merchants 
and Miners Transportation Co. of Balti- 
more, rising to the post of operating 
superintendent and then to that of vice 
president and general manager. 


MERCHANT MARINE TRAINING 
PROGRAM TO BE EXPANDED 
RAPIDLY 


The recent Presidential order trans- 
ferring from the Maritime Commission 
to the United States Coast Guard the 
function of training officers and unli- 
censed men for the American Merchant 
Marine, places a new duty upon the 
service the immediate importance of 
which can hardly be exaggerated. 
With 2,000 new merchant ships sched- 
uled for delivery in 1942 and 1943, 
approximately 70,000 unlicensed men 
and 16,000 licensed officers will be re- 
quired for their manning. And for the 
deliveries of ships scheduled for 1944, an 
additional 50,000 men and 10,000 officers 
will be necessary. While it is recog- 
nized that many veteran seamen are 
now engaged ashore and that a certain 
percentage of these wili be drawn back 
to the merchant marine through lib- 
eralizing of the requirements for ad- 
vancement in grade, the bulk of the 
needed men will be recruited from 
among persons with no sea experience. 
While the Merchant Marine training 
program which in the past has been car- 
ried out by the Maritime Commission, or 
for it by the Coast Guard under the 
so-called Maritime Service, has been 
both extensive and important, the pro- 
gram now envisioned will far exceed 
it in scope. The Merchant Marine 
training program now under Coast 
Guard direction consists of several 
closely related parts, each of which will 
be developed to the fullest possible 
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extent. For the training of men with 
no sea experience whatever, and for the 
training of men now in the merchant 
service but considered suitable material 
for promotion to higher grades, the 
Coast Guard will continue to operate 
the training stations of the so-called 
Maritime Service, and will add to these 
as many new stations as may be re- 
quired. The unlicensed personnel ne- 
cessary for the manning of the rapidly 
expanding Merchant Marine will be 
trained in this manner, and large num- 
bers of men with previous sea experi- 
ence will be qualified for promotion to 
officer status, and for further promotion 
within the officer grades. 

For the training of young men with 
suitable educational background to be- 
come officers in the Merchant Marine, 
the Coast Guard has taken over from 
the Maritime Commission its Merchant 
Marine cadet training program, and also 
the supervision of the various State nau- 
tical schools. From these facilities 
large numbers of young men, after in- 
tensive academic training as well as 
supervised training aboard ships as 
cadets, will pass into the Merchant 
Marine as licensed officers. 

Cadets of the United States Mer- 
chant Marine are given their prelimi- 
nary training at basic schools conducted 
at New York, New Orleans, and San 
Francisco. At these schools, the cadets 
are given a 2 months’ course in life- 
boat work, visual signaling, nautical 
subjects, and naval science. Uniforms, 
textbooks, quarters, subsistence, and 
medical and dental care are furnished 
by the Government, and they are paid 
$65 per month. The next 6 to 8 months, 
dependent on voyage time, are spent 
aboard active merchant ships where the 
cadets are imbued with the practical 
knowledge essential in a sea-going ca- 
reer. During this period they are fur- 
nished subsistence and quarters and 
$65 a month by the operator of their 
vessel. Next phase of their training is 
spent at the Merchant Marine Academy 
at Great Neck, Long Island, New York, 
where they are given an advanced 
course, of from 6 to 8 months, in nauti- 
cal subjects, after which they are quali- 
fied to sit for examination for a license 
as a third mate or a third assistant 
engineer. If successful they are also 
commissioned as ensigns in the Mer- 
chant Marine Reserve of the Navy, but 
remain in an inactive status so long as 
they are employed on merchant ships. 
A total of approximately 6,000 such 
cadets are expected to be graduated in 
the years 1942, 1943, and 1944. The 
training ships Nenemoosha, Sea Love, 
Felix Reisenberg, and North Star are 
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maintained in connection with the cadet 
system. 
In order to qualify for appointment as 


Merchant Marine cadets, candidates 
must be unmarried citizens of the 


United States, native born or natural- 
ized for at least 10 years, between the 
ages of 18 and 23 years, with a high- 
school education or its equivalent, in 
good health and of good moral char- 
acter, and able to qualify for enrollment 
in the Merchant Marine Reserve, which 
is a prerequisite. 

The States of California, Maine, New 
York, and Massachusetts maintain State 
maritime academies which are operated 
with Federal aid and under the super- 
vision of the Merchant Marine Cadet 
Training System of the Coast Guard. 
For admission to these academies, ca- 
dets must possess practically the same 
qualifications as for appointments to 
the Merchant Marine Cadet Corps. 
Cadets entering these academies must 
pay a tuition to the respective States 
which operate them. However, Federal 
scholarships will be available after 
July 1, 1942, to such cadets as are 
selected for appointment to the State 
maritime academies by the Coast Guard. 
These schools are expected to graduate 
during the years 1942, 1943, and 1944, 
a total of approximately 1,200 cadets, 
who will become third mates and third 
assistant engineers in the Merchant 
Marine and ensigns in the Merchant 
Marine Reserve of the Navy. Three- 
month cruises are furnished annually 
on Coast Guard training ships, loaned 
to the respective academies for this 
purpose. 

Potential licensed officer schools are 
maintained by the maritime service at 
Fort Trumbull, New London, Conn., 
and at Government Island, Alameda, 
Calif. At these schools unlicensed sea- 
men with at least 12 months’ sea serv- 
ice are given a 4-:nonth course to qualify 
them to sit for licenses as third mates 
and third assistant engineers. Uni- 
forms, textbooks, quarters, subsistence, 
and medical and dental care are fur- 
nished by the Government during the 
training period. They are also paid $99 
per month. The capacity of these 
schools is approximately 4,200 men per 
year and plans are under way for their 
further expansion. 

Men who have successfully completed 
3 years at an approved technical col- 
lege will be given the opportunity to 
become engineer officers in the Mer- 
chant Marine. Successful candidates 
will be enrolled in the Coast Guard Re- 
serve in an inactive status and when 
needed will be given a 3-week course 
at the Maritime Service training sta- 
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tion at Hoffman Island in New York 
Harbor. They will also be enrolled in 
the United States Maritime Service 
and will remain in an inactive status in 
the Coast Guard Reserve so long as 
they serve on merchant vessels. Sub- 
sistence and quarters will be furnished 
during the training period and they 
will be paid at the rate of $72 per 
month. Upon the completion of thei 
course, they will be eligible to securs 
a position as a junior unlicensed en 
gineer on an active merchant vessel 
and as such will receive the established 
scale of wages for that position. After 
serving at sea in that capacity for 3 
months they are qualified to sit for a 
license as a third assistant engineer. 
Approximately 1,500 men will be se- 
lected for this training in the imme- 
diate future but they will be called foi 
training only as rapidly as they are 
needed. 

For the training of deck, engine, and 
steward personnel the Maritime Serv- 
ice operates shore stations at Hoffman 
Island, New York Harbor; St. Peters- 
burg, Fla.; and Port Hueneme, Calif.. 
and has under construction a new sta- 
tion at Sheepsheail Bay, Long Island, 
N. Y., with a capacity of 10,000 trainees 
which will be ready September 1, 1942. 
At these stations, enrollees, who must 
be American citizens between the ages 
of 18 and 30, are furnished with uni- 
forms, quarters, subsistence, medical 
and dental care, and the use of the 
recreational facilities. Attached te 
these stations are the training ships 
American Seaman, American Sailor, 
Empire State, Vema, Boston, New York, 
Joseph Conrad, and Tusitala, to which. 
within the next few months, will be 
added the Alleghany, Berkshire, City of 
Chattanooga, and the new Liberty ship 
American Mariner. When these units 
are all in service they will have an ag- 
gregate capacity of approximately 
16,000 trainees at one time. Since the 
course of training covers a period of 
3 months, an annual turn-out of 64,000 
graduates is indicated. 

Upon completion of the course, the 
deck men are eligible for positions 
aboard ship as ordinary seamen and. 
after 3 months’ sea service, as able 
seamen. The engine men are qualified 
for certificates as firemen, oilers and 
water tenders while the stewards are 
graduated as cooks, bakers, galley men, 
and mess attendants. Every enrollee 
is trained to be expert lifeboatman and 
receives instruction in gunnery. 


At Gallups Island in Boston Harbor. 


the Maritime Service maintains a 
school for marine radio operators 


where men are taught not only to send 








and receive messages but to repair and 
rebuild radio equipment. The course 
formerly covered a period of 10 months 
but has now been reduced to 6 months 
wherever possible. While in training, 
enrollees receive from $36 to $54 per 
month according to their prior training 
and ability. The capacity of the school 
is being increased to 600 men and about 
1,000 radio operators per year can be 
graduated. Also at Gallups Island is 
maintained the specialized school for 
marine cooks and bakers. The capac- 
ity of this school is 200 enrollees and 
will soon be increased. With the 
course covering 3 months, the station 
can graduate 800 and soon 1,000 men 
per year. Additional cooks and bakers 
are trained at each of the other units. 

The War Shipping Administration is 
charged with the responsibility of man- 
ning and moving the ships and the 
Coast Guard must train the manpower 
not available from other sources. 


COAST GUARD’S OPENING OF 
LAKES NAVIGATION EXCEEDS 
EVEN ITS 1941 RECORD 


The 1942 season of navigation on 
the Great Lakes was inaugurated on 
March 28, when the year’s first ship- 
ment of iron ore reached Cleveland, 
Ohio, from Escanaba, Mich., cutting 12 
days off the earliest previous record for 
Great Lakes movement of this vital 
ore which is the backbone of America’s 
armament program. This early re- 
sumption of traffic upon the Great 
Lakes was made possible through in- 
tensive efforts on the part of the Coast 
Guard and the chartering of the large 
ear ferry Sainte Marie, especially 
adapted for ice breaking, and four ice 
breaking tugs. This fleet commenced 
operations on March 20, and for nearly 
a month was constantly engaged in 
breaking out ice-bound channels and 
harbors. 

The general scheme employed in the 
ice-breaking operations was to have the 
Sainte Marie concentrate on keeping 
clear the more important channels 
while the tugs were employed in open- 
ing harbors and assisting vessels caught 
in the ice. These methods proved to 
be very effective as the results show, 
for vessels were able to make the 
passage from the ore ports on Lake 
Superior to the lower Lakes ports in 
some cases as much as 2 weeks earlier 
than was ever before possible. Typi- 
cal examples are Escanaba, Mich., 
opened to navigation this year on 
March 24, while the earliest previous 
opening was April 4, 1941, and Mar- 
quette, Mich., opened on March 26, 
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with its earliest previous opening 
occurring on April 7, 1941. 

A brief chronology of these opera- 
tions, prepared from the reports of the 
vessels engaged in the ice breaking, 
follows: 

March 24.—Port of Escanaba opened 
the first steamer arrived. Whitefish 
Bay, channel broken through to open 
water and 11 vessels complete passage 
through ice. 

March 25.—Channels broken to all 
coal and ore docks at Escanaba and 
the first loaded ore vessel cleared for 
lower Lakes ports. 

March 26—First vessel arrived at 
Marquette, Mich. East-bound _ ship 
passed through ice in Straits of 
Mackinac. 

March 28—St. Marys River open 
with four ships down-bound and 24 
up-bound. 

March 29.—Ice-breaking operations 
no longer necessary in Straits of Macki- 
nae and services of ice breakers termi- 
nated. First vessel arrived at Green 
Bay, Wis. 

March 31.—Whitefish Bay almost 
free of ice. 

April 1.—Port Inland, Mich., opened 
to navigation. Vessels moving without 
difficulty to and from Green Bay, Wis. 

April 3—First east-bound vessels ar- 
rived Buffalo. All vessels moving in 
Soo area. 

April 4.—All vessels moving easily 
in Whitefish Bay and lower St. Marys 
River. 

April 9.—Additional locks opened at 
Saulte Ste. Marie, with 60 vessels pass- 
ing through in 24 hours, and 43 vessels, 
down-bound, waiting to proceed through 
locks. Freighters entering and leaving 
Buffalo harbor with little difficulty. 

April 10.—Eighty-one vessels passed 
through Soo locks in previous 24 hours. 
Slush ice somewhat hampered opera- 
tion of the locks. 

April 15.—Considerable amount of 
broken and slush ice still in Whitefish 
Bay extending to locks, hampering 
movements of vessels and causing slow 
lockage. 


ADDITIONAL 38-FOOT BOATS TO 
BE BUILT 


Supplemental contracts for the con- 
struction of a total of 70 additional 38- 
foot cabin picket boats have been 
awarded to 4 shipyards by the United 
States Coast Guard. These boats are 
in addition to the 100 boats.of the same 
type for which contracts were awarded 
early in November 1941. At that time 
5 shipyards were given contracts pro- 
viding for 20 boats to be built at each 
yard. 
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The new boats will be built at 4 of 
the 5 shipyards which shared in the 
original contract, the names of the 
companies and the number of boats 
each will build being: Richardson Boat 
Co., North Tonawanda, N. Y., 27 boats; 
Palmer Scott and Co., New Bedford, 
Mass., 15 boats; James E. Graves, Inc., 
Marblehead, Mass., 14 boats; and 
Henry R. Hinckley, Southwest Harbor, 
Maine, 14 boats. 

The cabin picket boats, to be of the 
standard type employed by the Coast 
Guard, are moderately high speed craft 
specially designed for inshore patrol and 
for the performance of a great variety of 
duties in the large ports of the country. 
With a length over all of 38 feet, they 
have a beam of 10 feet, a draft of 3 
feet, and a displacement of approxi- 
mately 16,000 pounds. 


COAST GUARD HARBOR SECU- 
RITY OFFICER ADVANCED TO 
RANK OF CAPTAIN 


Frank V. Lowden, Standard Oil Co. 
executive, who has been in charge of 
the protection and security of the com- 
pany’s marine property and who was 
recently commissioned a_ lieutenant 
commander in the Coast Guard Re- 
serve, has been advanced to the rank 
of captain. 

Captain Lowden will serve on the 
staff of Vice Admiral R. R. Waesche, 
Commandant of the Coast Guard, in 
connection with the Navy’s current 
campaign to improve the security of 
harbors and water fronts of the United 
States against sabotage and negligent 
acts leading to fires and destruction of 
property. 

A veteran of the first World War, 
Captain Lowden has been a lieutenant 
colonel of field artillery in the National 
Guard of New Jersey, and chief of staff 
of G2 on the staff of the commanding 
general of the New Jersey State Guard. 
From 1918 to 1920, he was in charge of 
the division of criminal investigation 
of the military intelligence branch of 
the Army. 


COAST GUARD BUILDING ADDI- 
TIONAL MERCHANT MARINE 
TRAINING STATION IN NEW 
YORK 


To increase the capacity of its pres- 
ent training station and to provide a 
new station for the training of seamen 
for the Merchant Marine, the Coast 
Guard recently purchased from private 
interests the balance of the so-called 
Manhattan Beach Development located 
in Kings County on Long Island, N. Y. 
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A contract in the amount of $8,500,000 
has just been awarded to the George 
A. Fuller Co. of New York for the con- 
struction of the buildings necessary to 
convert this property into a training 
center. 

Several months ago the Coast Guard 
purchased a 50-acre portion of the 
Manhattan Beach Development at a 
cost of $2,500,000. The area purchased 
at that time included 174 cottages, a 
fully equipped cafeteria, and locker 
and other small buildings. These fa- 
cilities were placed in operation as the 
Manhattan Beach Training Station on 
February 1, 1942, for the training of 
Coast Guard enlisted personnel. 

The property recently purchased at a 
cost of $5,500,000 will be used for the 
expansion of the existing training facil- 
ities for Coast Guard enlisted personnel 
and for the creation of a new Maritime 
Service station for the training of Mer- 
chant Marine personnel. 

With the construction of additional 
facilities at the Manhattan Beach 
Training Station, the capacity of this 
station will be increased from 3,500 to 
approximately 7,500 recruits. The new 
construction will include 7 new bar- 
racks buildings, with accommodations 
in each for 600 men, a large mess hall 
aml galley, and a powerhouse. The 
station is operated primarily as a train- 
ing center for new recruits of the Coast 
Guard, although the training of certain 
petty officer ratings will also be car- 
ried on there pending the opening of 
the Coast Guard training station at 
Groton, Conn. 

The new Maritime Service station, to 
be known as the Sheepshead Bay 
Training Station, will be a_ fully 
equipped station with accommodations 
for 11,000 enrollees. The construction 
work on this station will include bar- 
racks, classrooms, mess halls, audito- 
rium and gymnasium, gunnery build 
ings, hospital, and other miscellaneous 
buildings. Many of the structures al- 
ready erected on the site when it was 
purchased will be remodeled and used 
in conjunction with the station. Work 
on the project has already been started 
and it is expected to be ready for oc- 
eupancy by September 1, 1942. 


NEW ENTERING SCHEDULE FOR 
RESERVE CADETS INAUGU- 
RATED 


To provide a steady flow of junior 
commissioned officers for the Coast 
Guard Reserve, the 90-day training pro. 
gram inaugurated recently at the Coast 
Guard Academy is being modified to 
permit the entry of 75 new candidates 








each month. The first group to begin 
their training for Reserve commissions 
consisting of 200 cadets, entered the 
academy in February and the first of 
the smaller groups entered upon their 
studies the last week in April and will 
be followed by another group late in 
May. When this system is in full oper- 
ation it will provide approximately 75 
junior officers for the Coast Guard 
Reserve each month. 

-One of the many advantages to be 
gained by installing the new system 
will be the 50 percent increase in the 
number of potential officers who can 
be graduated in 1 year. 

The original class of 200 college 
graduates is now engaged in the ad- 
vanced stages of the intensive training 
course, having entered under’ the 
former plan of training which provided 
for 200 men to be trained every 4 
months. This class will be graduated 
in June. 

To qualify for training under this 
special course applicants must be un- 
married, not less than 20 years of age, 
nor more than 30 years old at date of 
appointment. They must be native- 
born citizens of the United States, or 
naturalized citizens with at least 10 
years of continuous residence. They 
must possess at least a bachelor’s de- 
gree from an accredited university or 
college, have had at least 1 year of 
mathematics of college grade, and must 
be able to pass a rigid physical ex- 
amination. 


RELATION OF MARITIME TRAIN- 
ING TO COAST GUARD CLARI- 
FIED 


The recent assignment to the Coast 
Guard of the vital national defense 
function of training Merchant Marine 
personnel to man the rapidly expanding 
merchant fleet, was followed by a state- 
ment of policy issued over the signa- 
ture of Vice Admiral R. R. Waesche, 
Commandant, and addressed to all units 
of the Service. Parts of this statement 
are quoted below. 

It is recognized that the maritime 
training program consists of three dis- 
tinct activities: The administration of 
the United States Maritime Service, the 
administration of the cadet and cadet 
officer training program, and the super- 
vision of the State nautical schools. 

The training for the Merchant Marine 
shall be regarded as entirely distinct 
from the instruction of Coast Guard 
personnel and shall stress the operating 
conditions, practices, and problems of 
the Merchant Marine. 
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In the selection of instructors and 
administrative personnel for the mari- 
time training program, emphasis shall be 
placed upon officers and men of the 
Merchant Marine. 

The Coast Guard shall maintain close 
working relations with the Maritime 
Commission and the War Shipping Ad- 
ministration in order to make certain 
that the maritime personnel.program is 
fully integrated with the operating re- 
quirements of the Merchant Marine. 

Every effort shall be made to attract 
the highest type of individual for 
training for the merchant service, and 
the recruiting activities of the Coast 
Guard must not be permitted to impede 
this effort in any way. 

There shall be complete coordination 
of the licensing and certificating re- 
quirements with the program for meet- 
ing the personnel needs of the Merchant 
Marine. 

Executive Order No. 9083 redistribut- 
ing maritime functions shall not be con- 
strued as in any way affecting collective 
bargaining rights and agreements. 

The administration of all Coast Guard 
activities relating to the Merchant Ma- 
rine must reflect a full appreciation of 
the vital importance of the Merchant 
Marine to the successful prosecution of 
the war effort. “ 


NAVY ASKS COOPERATION OF 
YACHT OWNERS 


Because of the war emergency the 
commandants of the various naval dis- 
tricts although encouraging yachting 
and small boating have asked the own- 
ers to conform to rules which limit 
boats leaving or entering harbors with- 
out first receiving a permit from the 
captain of the port. 

Special events such as races must be 
held under strict regulations of the 
captains of the ports and the yacht club 
committees supervising such races are 
asked to cooperate to the fullest. 

Licenses to operate motorboats, 
yachts, sailing vessels or outboard 
motorboats off shore will not be 
granted, but certain areas will be 
designated for yachting, and only day- 
light passage to such areas will be 
granted. All passengers and guests on 
board must produce identification upon 
request and the owners must be respon- 
sible for their guests. Enemy aliens 
will not be allowed on board boats in 
any capacity in the coastal waters or 
harbors of the United States. 

Special permits must be obtained 
from the captains of the port to operate 
any pulling boat in the vicinity of im- 
portant dock and wharf areas at night. 
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TENDER “STORIS’” LAUNCHED 


AT TOLEDO 


The newest of the Coast Guard’s ves- 
sels, the tender class cutter Storis, was 
launched on March 28, at the yard of 
the Toledo Shipbuilding Co., Inc., lo- 
cated at Cleveland, Ohio, at ceremonies 
in which Mrs. R. D. Schmidtman acted 
as sponsor of the vessel. Mrs. Schmidt- 
man is the wife of Lt. Richard D. 
Schmidtman the Coast Guard’s inspector 
at the Toledo Shipbuilding Co.’s yard. 

The new cutter, specially reinforced 
for ice breaking duties, has a length 
overall of 230 feet, a beam of 43 feet, a 
draft of 14 feet, and a normal displace- 
ment of 1,715 tons. The propelling 
plant is Diesel-electric, turning a single 
screw and developing approximately 
1,800 shaft horsepower. 

The contract for the construction of 
the cutter was awarded to the Toledo 
company in January 1940. The original 
bid price was $1,129,000 but because of 
a change made in the length of the ves- 
sel and an increase in the costs of 
labor and material, the cost of the 
completed cutter will be approximately 
$2,000,000. 


NEW EDITIONS OF LIGHT LISTS 
APPEAR 


New editions of the 1942 Light 
Lists for the North Atlantic Coast, the 
Pacific Coast, and the Great Lakes, 
have just been published and are ob- 
tainable on a sales basis from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Wash- 
ington, D. C., and from various sales 
agencies in many of the ports of the 
country. 

Included in the North Atlantie List 
for the first time are several new aids 
to marine navigation recently estab- 
lished by the United States Coast 
Guard to mark the approaches to 
American bases in Newfoundland. 

The only departure from normal 
peacetime practice in the compilation 
of the Light Lists has been the addition 
of the important notice warning mari- 
ners that the operation of navigational 
aids may be interrupted or suspended, 
that lights may be reduced in visibil- 
ity, distinctive appearance of struc- 
tures changed, or aids removed with- 
out warning. 

The prices of. the Light Lists are: 
Atlantic Coast, Northern Part, 60 cents; 
Pacific Coast, 45 cents; Great Lakes, 35 
cents. 


COAST GUARD WELFARE RE- 
CEIVES LARGE CONTRIBUTION 


Coast Guard Welfare was presented 
with a check in the amount of $1,000 by 
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a representative of the Coast Guard 
Magazine on April 1, at Washington, 
Dp. C. The check was given to Admiral 
T. M. Molloy, the director of Coast 
Guard Welfare, by Mr. Jack Eaton, ad- 
vertising manager for the magazine. 
The presentation was made in the office 
of the Commandant of the Coast Guard, 
Vice Admiral R. R. Waesche, in the 
presence of officials of the Coast Guard 
Welfare and representatives of the 
magazine. 

Coast Guard Welfare is an organiza- 
tion which was founded for the purpose 
of financially and otherwise assisting 
needy Coast Guardsmen and their fami- 
lies. It is maintained by membership 
fees from service personnel and fami- 
lies and voluntary contributions. The 
work is carried on to a large extent by 
service wives and mothers. 

The Coast Guard Magazine is a com- 
mercially operated monthly periodical 
dealing exclusively with Coast Guard 
affairs. 


LETTERS OF SERVICE MEN NOW 
CARRIED FREE 


The privilege of free postage for let- 
ters of all military personnel of the 
United States ineluding the Coast 
Guard was recently granted under the 
Second War Powers Act signed by 
President Roosevelt in March. 

The word “FREE” must be written in 
the upper right-hand corner of the en- 
velope and the name, rank or rating, 
service, and return address of the indi- 
vidual must appear in the upper left. 
This act applies only to letters and 
postcards and not to air mail letters, 
parcels or other types of mail. Letters 
addressed to members of the armed 
forces are not included in this act. 


SALE OF DEFENSE SECURITIES 
NEARS HALF MILLION MARK 


Sales of Defense Savings Stamps and 
Bonds in the United States Coast 
Guard for the period between March 23 
and April 8 totaled $6,069 for the head- 
quarters personnel and $39,307 for the 
field personnel. 

The grand total since the beginning 
of the campaign has reached $56,639 
for the headquarters personnel and 
$357.746 for the field personnel of the 
service. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED 
STATES COAST GUARD UPON 
THE GREAT LAKES DURING 
1941 
Activities of the United States Coast 


Guard on the Great Lakes during the 
1941 season of navigation were high- 
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lighted by several important develop- 
ments, including consistent efforts to 
lengthen the season of navigation by 
ice breaking as a national defense 
measure. Two more new light stations 
built in the open waters of the Lakes 
were completed, a new and thoroughly 
modern lifeboat station was also under 
construction in Lake St. Clair, and the 
system of marine radiobeacons, already 
developed, was augmented. The Lakes 
region has also figured in the Coast 
Guard's shipbuilding program for de- 
fense purposes through the award of 
contracts for 10 ships to shipyards at 
Duluth, Minn., and Toledo, Ohio. 

The maintenance of the aids to ma- 
rine navigation upon the Great Lakes 
during the past year proceeded in a 
normal manner, with the increases in 
the various types of aids remaining 
substantially as in recent years, this 
being due largely to the high state of de- 
velopment of the improved channels 
and the system of aids marking them. 

Three new radiobeacons established 
during the year rounded out the system 
of 51 radiobeacon stations, and pro- 
vided vessels with radio signals at new 
points at which experience showed 
merited such equipment. One of these 
stations on Lake Erie was established 
at Erie Harbor Pierhead, where the 
radio signals were synchronized with 
the light station’s fog signal for dis- 
tance finding purposes. Another radio- 
beacon was established at Two Har- 
bors, Minn., an ore port of growing im- 
portance, and also synchronized for 
distance finding purposes. A third new 
radiobeacon was placed in commission 
at Menominee Pierhead, on Lake 
Michigan. 

In this radiobeacon field, plans for 
the immediate future call for the estab- 
lishment of a new marker radiobeacon 
at Presque Isle Harbor, in Lake Su- 
perior, which should be in operation at 
the opening of navigation in the com- 
ing spring; and for the change-over of 
the Plum Island radiobeacon on Lake 
Michigan, from a marker to a class C 
type. 

The newest light station upon the 
Great Lakes is the Lake St. Clair Light 
Station, which completed its first sea- 
son of operation with the beginning of 
the present winter, replacing the radio 
controlled lightship of the same name. 
This lighthouse is of interest because it 
is one of the series of new offshore 
lighthouses on the Lakes and because of 
the new trends in the development of 
automatic signalling equipment which 
it typifies. Like Detour Reef Light- 


house, the first of these offshore, deep- 
water 


lighthouses, Lake St: Clair 
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Lighthouse has been constructed close 
enough to the actual track of vessels to 
be used as a leading light for both up- 
and down-bound traffic. It is also an 
interesting step in the marking of this 
part of the channel through Lake St. 
Clair. Many years ago a_ privately 
maintained lightship marked the chan- 
nel. In 1887, the Federal Government 
took over the task, and converted a 
scow into a lightship for the purpose. 
Lightship Number 75, well known on 
this station, was placed on the Lake in 
August 1902, where it was to remain 
for about 35 years. Originally the ship 
was fitted only with reflector lights 
with oil as the illuminant. 

In 1935 Lightship 75 was completely 
remodelled inside, and wholly auto- 
matic or remotely controlled apparatus 
installed. When it was again placed 
on station it had no crew, those signals 
not operating automatically being con- 
trolled by radio from a nearby station. 
The new lighthouse operates in sub- 
stantially the same manner, but is a 
vast improvement as there is never any 
doubt about its exact position with re- 
spect to the channel. 

This new lighthouse, like those at 
Peshtigo Reef, Kawaunee, and. Green 
Bay Angle, was built on a foundation 
of interlocking sheet steel piling form- 
ing a cylinder which was filled with 
stone and capped with concrete. In 
the construction of Lakes lighthouses on 
submarine sites it has been the custom 
to surround the foundation with riprap 
to prevent scouring from currents. At 
Lake St. Clair the bottom was found so 
soft that an outer cribwork of timber 
was found necessary to hold the riprap 
in place. 

The capping of the foundation cylin- 
der provided a main deck serving as a 
landing platform, above which rises the 
light tower. Below the tower and be- 
low the level of the main deck is a 
large compartment for the reception of 
fuel and other tanks, and above this 
are the machinery spaces. Here are 
located the engine generators and all 
control apparatus for the operation of 
the signals. 

The light tower is contructed of steel 
plates and places the light itself at a 
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point 52 feet above the level of the lake. 
The illuminating apparatus is a 375 
millimeter lens inside which is an elec- 
tric incandescent lamp. Above the lan- 
tern rises the antenna for the radio- 
beacon. 

The fog signal is a compressed-air 
operated diaphragm horn, remotely 
controlled by radio from the Lake St. 
Clair Flats Light Station 8% miles 
away. The station was placed in com- 
mission on June 18, 1941. 

The Gravelly Shoal Light Station, at 
the entrance to Saginaw Bay, was built 
in 24 feet of water, and in its remote 
control equipment bears considerable 
resemblance to the Lake St. Clair sta- 
tion. Its control point is at Tawas 
City, approximately 18 miles away. 
This structure is built on the end of a 
shoal. The foundation is a _ rock-fill 
cylindrical caisson constructed of inter- 
locking steel sheet piling. This cassion 
is capped with a concrete deck, above 
which rises a 50-foot light tower. 

The light tower, of the fully enclosed 
type, was built of steel plates, in sec- 
tions. Each unit was _ prefabricated 
ashore, transported to the lighthouse 
site and placed in position. This 
method not only made for economy in 
construction, but provides a _ ready 
means for increasing the height of the 
tower should this become desirable at 
a later date. 

The lighting apparatus at the Saginaw 
Bay station consists of a 375-millimeter 
lens with an electric incandescent light. 
There is also a radiobeacon, of the 
marker class, having moderate but suf- 
ficient power, as its signals are only for 
use within Saginaw Bay. 

The lighthouse constitutes an impor- 
tant improvement in the marking of the 
Saginaw Bay channel, for its stands on a 
shoal at a turning point in the channel 
sufficiently far from shore to make navi- 
gation by bearings on objects upon the 
land of doubtful value. Construction 
of the station was begun in 19388 and 
completed in the fall of 1941, at a cost 
of approximately $175,000. It will be 
placed in commission at the opening of 
navigation the coming spring. 


(To be continued) 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1942 





